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 o d p o d p oThis invention relates to apparatus for dispensing liquid to a recipient and, more particularly, to a self-draining dispenser of the type commonly used in the dispensing of a detergent, cleaning product, or the like. Prior art dispensers generally consist of a stand having an upstanding hollow body defining an open upper end. The hollow body receives a filling container which is removably
mounted therein. An outlet aperture communicates with the interior of the container and is usually provided with a stopper and/or a resealable closure member which must be opened and closed in order to control the flow of liquid out of the container and through the dispenser. The hollow body is provided with an opening having a similar stopper and/or resealable closure member. Accordingly, when

the container is placed in the body, liquid may be dispensed from the container into the hollow body through the outlet aperture. In order to retain the container in the hollow body, there is usually a frictional engagement between the peripheral wall of the container and the inner wall of the hollow body. One of the problems with the prior art dispensers is that when the container is removed from the
dispenser, the entire liquid contents of the container tends to drain from the container, through the outlet aperture, into the hollow body. This creates a mess. Moreover, the liquid has a tendency to splash back on the individual removing the container, which is undesirable, as well as on any surface into which the liquid may splash. It is therefore desirable to have a dispenser which substantially prevents
liquid from being dispensed from the container through the outlet aperture into the hollow body when the container is removed from the dispenser. It is further desirable to have a dispenser which prevents the liquid contents of the container from being splashed back on the individual removing the container. Prior art self-draining dispensers generally consist of the hollow body having a longitudinally

extending wall. This wall defines an aperture through which liquid is dispensed when the container is positioned in the dispenser. The aperture is closed when the container is removed from the dispenser. In addition, the aperture is closed by a stopper which is mounted to the wall and is spring biased into engagement with the aperture. This stopper is mounted to the wall by a first retaining member
which is fixedly mounted to the wall and a second retaining member which is slidable on the wall. A third retaining member is movable in the longitudinal direction on the wall 82157476af
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